
Whether you should learn acoustic or electric guitar is a personal decision that depends on

your musical interests and goals. Here are some things to consider when making your 

decision:

• Musical interests: What kind of music do you want to play? If you're interested in playing 

folk, country, or bluegrass music, then acoustic guitar is a good choice. If you're interested 

in playing rock, blues, or jazz music, then electric guitar is a good choice. Of course, you 

can play any genre of music on either type of guitar, but it's generally easier to get started 

on the type of guitar that's associated with the music you want to play. 

• Goals: What do you hope to achieve by learning guitar? If you want to be able to play your

favorite songs with friends or family, then either acoustic or electric guitar would be a good 

choice. If you want to join a band or perform in front of an audience, then electric guitar is 

a better choice, as it's easier to amplify and project the sound. 

• Budget: Electric guitars and amps can be more expensive than acoustic guitars, so keep 

your budget in mind when making your decision. 

• Portability: If you want to be able to take your guitar with you on the go, then acoustic 

guitar is a better choice. Electric guitars are more delicate and require an amp, so they're 

not as portable. 

Ultimately, the best way to decide which type of guitar is right for you is to try both and see 

which one you prefer. Most music stores will let you try out guitars before you buy one.

Here are some additional things to consider:

• Acoustic guitars are typically quieter than electric guitars, so they're a good choice for 

practicing in small spaces. They're also good for playing outdoors or in unplugged settings.

• Electric guitars can be louder than acoustic guitars, so they're a good choice for playing 

in bands or in larger spaces. They're also more versatile, as you can use different effects 

pedals to change the sound of your guitar. 

If you're still not sure which type of guitar to choose, it's a good idea to talk to a guitar 

teacher or experienced guitarist. They can help you assess your musical interests and 

goals, and recommend the right type of guitar for you.

What's the best string gauge?

The best guitar string gauge for beginners is a matter of personal preference, but in 

general, it's recommended to start with lighter strings. This is because lighter strings are 

easier to press down on and bend, which can make learning to play guitar less frustrating.



Here are some of the benefits of using lighter strings for beginners:

• Easier to fret: Lighter strings require less pressure to fret, which can make playing guitar 

less tiring and painful for beginners. 

• Easier to bend: Lighter strings are easier to bend, which is an important technique for 

many styles of guitar music. 

• More forgiving: Lighter strings are more forgiving of mistakes, such as fret buzzing. This 

can help beginners build confidence and learn faster. 

Once you have built up some finger strength and calluses, you can start experimenting 

with heavier strings. Heavier strings tend to have a fuller and richer sound, but they can 

also be more difficult to play.

Here are some specific string gauges that are recommended for beginners:

• Acoustic guitar: 9-42, 10-47, or 11-52 

• Electric guitar: 9-42, 9-46, or 10-46 

If you're not sure which string gauge is right for you, it's a good idea to talk to a guitar 

teacher or experienced guitarist. They can help you choose the right string gauge for your 

skill level and playing style.

Ultimately, the best way to find the best string gauge for you is to experiment and see what

feels and sounds best to you.

Amplifiers

The size guitar amp you need depends on a few factors, including:

• Where you plan to play: If you plan on playing mostly at home, then a smaller practice 

amp will be sufficient. If you plan on playing in bands or gigs, then you'll need a larger amp

that can produce more volume. 

• The type of music you play: Different genres of music require different types of amps. 

For example, if you play rock or metal music, then you'll need an amp that can produce a 

high-gain sound. If you play jazz or folk music, then you'll need an amp that can produce a

clean sound. 



• Your budget: Guitar amps can range in price from a few hundred dollars to several 

thousand dollars. Set a budget before you start shopping so that you don't overspend. 

Here is a general guide to choosing the right size guitar amp:

• Practice amps: Practice amps are typically 10-30 watts and are ideal for playing at home 

or in small spaces. 

• Small amps: Small amps are typically 30-50 watts and are suitable for playing in small 

venues or with a band. 

• Medium amps: Medium amps are typically 50-100 watts and are a good choice for 

playing in larger venues or with a louder band. 

• Large amps: Large amps are typically 100 watts or more and are ideal for playing in large 

venues or with a very loud band. 

If you're not sure which size amp is right for you, it's a good idea to talk to a guitar teacher 

or experienced guitarist. They can help you assess your needs and recommend the right 

amp for you.

Here are some additional things to consider when choosing a guitar amp:

• Speaker size: The size of the speaker in an amp has a big impact on the sound. Larger 

speakers tend to produce a fuller and richer sound, while smaller speakers are more 

portable. 

• Tubes vs. solid-state: Tube amps are generally more expensive than solid-state amps, 

but they tend to have a warmer and more natural sound. Solid-state amps are more 

reliable and durable, and they're also less expensive. 

• Features: Some amps come with additional features, such as built-in effects, multiple 

channels, and headphone jacks. Consider which features are important to you when 

making your decision. 

Ultimately, the best way to find the right guitar amp for you is to try out a few different 

models and see what sounds and feels best to you.

Here are some guitar practice tips:

1. Warm up before you practice. This will help to prevent injuries and improve your 

flexibility. Some simple warm-up exercises include playing scales, arpeggios, and 

chromatic exercises. 



2. Set realistic goals. Don't try to learn too much too quickly. Start with small, achievable 

goals and gradually work your way up to more challenging material. 

3. Be consistent with your practice. It's better to practice for 30 minutes every day than to 

practice for three hours once a week. 

4. Focus on your technique. Make sure that you are playing the guitar correctly. This will 

help you to avoid developing bad habits that can be difficult to break later on. 

5. Use a metronome. A metronome will help you to develop good timing and rhythm. 

6. Record yourself playing. This is a great way to track your progress and identify areas 

where you need to improve. 

7. Play with other musicians. This is a great way to learn new things and improve your 

skills. 

8. Don't be afraid to make mistakes. Everyone makes mistakes when they are learning to 

play guitar. The important thing is to learn from your mistakes and keep practicing. 

Here are some more specific tips:

9. Learn the basic chords. There are a few basic chords that every guitarist should know. 

These chords will allow you to play a wide variety of songs. 

10.Practice scales. Scales are the foundation of music. Learning to play scales will help you 

to improve your dexterity and learn new songs more quickly. 

11.Practice arpeggios. Arpeggios are broken chords. They are a great way to improve your 

fingerpicking skills and learn new chord voicings. 

12.Learn to read music. This is not essential, but it can be very helpful, especially if you 

want to play in a band or with other musicians. 

13.Learn to improvise. Improvisation is the ability to play music without a written score. It is 

a great way to express yourself and have fun with your guitar. 

14.Learn to play different genres of music. There are many different genres of guitar 

music, such as rock, blues, jazz, country, and classical. Try to learn a variety of genres so 

that you can expand your musical horizons. 

15.Play along with your favorite songs. This is a great way to learn new songs and 

improve your playing skills. 

16.Learn from other guitarists. There are many great guitarists out there. Watch them play 

and try to learn from their technique. 

17.Experiment. Don't be afraid to experiment with different sounds and techniques. This is 

the best way to find your own unique voice as a guitarist. 

Here are some additional tips:

18.Make practice fun. If you're not enjoying yourself, you're less likely to stick with it. Find 

ways to make practice fun, such as playing with friends or learning songs that you love. 



19.Take breaks. Don't try to practice for hours on end. Take breaks every 20-30 minutes to 

rest your hands and mind. 

20.Find a good guitar teacher. A good guitar teacher can help you to learn the basics and 

develop good technique. 

21.Don't give up. Learning to play guitar takes time and practice. Don't give up if you don't 

see results immediately. Just keep practicing and you will eventually reach your goals. 

I hope these tips help you on your guitar journey!


